
 

Workshop registrations open EXCLUSIVELY to RWA members & conference delegates during EARLY BIRD period, after which registrations will open to the public. 
In order to get the most value from workshops, delegates are advised to select sessions based on their stage of career and these classifications: A = Aspiring; E = Emerging/Established. These classifications are 
recommendations only. Note that Margie Lawson’s workshop is full day. All other sessions can be mixed and matched according to delegate’s interests. 

Get Fresh in ‘15  RWA 24th Annual Conference – Program as at 28 Feb 2015 (program may be subject to change) 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY - FRIDAY 21 AUGUST 

TIME EMERGING/ESTABLISHED STREAM ASPIRING/EMERGING STREAM BUSINESS STREAM SELF PUBLISHING STREAM 

AM Craft Workshop A (Full day) Craft Workshop B (1/2 day) Business Management & Planning Self Published Success 

8.30 - 10.00 Deep Editing Power  
- Margie Lawson 

Fill your toolbox with psychologically based 
Deep Editing power tools. Learn Margie’s Four 
Levels of Powering Up Emotion, back-loading, 
backstory management, compressing and 
expanding time; add power with 22 rhetorical 
devices; six techniques for writing fresh body 
language, fresh dialogue cues, fresh visceral 
responses.  

Larger Than Life Characters 
 - Angela Ackerman 

This session leads participants through 
character creation, exploring the layers of 
humanity that will ignite reader fascination & 
empathy. Learn how to ground your character 
in the real world by blending unique strengths 
with detrimental fears and flaws to produce a 
character who is emotionally complex and 
worthy.  

Taking Care of Business  
- Shannon Curtis 

If you earn royalties or payment of any kind for 
your writing, you are, effectively, a small 
business, and every business NEEDS a business 
plan - learn how to write one in this interactive 
workshop intensive. 
 

 (E) 

10 Steps to Self Publishing  
- Scarlett Rugers 

This session outlines what self-publishing 
authors need to know before jumping in. From 
editing your manuscript, researching, 
understanding design, finding trusted service 
providers and the ongoing support you need, 
pressing the ‘publish’ button, and establishing a 
marketing plan, you’ll walk out knowing what 
you need to do next to publish your book. (E) 

10.00 - 10.30 Morning Tea    

10.30 - 12.00 Deep Editing Power - Margie Lawson 
(continued) 

Larger Than Life Characters 
- Angela Ackerman 

(continued) 

Publishing Contracts & Copyright 
 - Alex Adsett 

With a special focus on romance, this workshop 
outlines the law underpinning the industry, 
what clauses to watch out for in a publishing 
contract, some tricks and traps, and key 
differences between traditional, self and digital 

publishing contracts. (All) 

10 Steps to Self Publishing  
- Scarlett Rugers 

(continued) 

12.00 - 1.00 Standing Buffet Lunch    

PM  Craft Workshop C (1/2 day) Income Generation for Authors  

 
1.00 - 2.30 

Deep Editing Power - Margie Lawson 
(continued) 

Show Don’t Tell - Angela Ackerman 
What does “show, don’t tell” really mean, and 
how do writers know if their showing is 
effective, especially when it comes to 
emotional description and characterisation? 
This workshop explores techniques to actively 
show what characters are feeling, and how to 
reveal who they are without pace-stalling 
telling or info dumps. 

Pitching Festivals & Writing workshops -
MWF & Writers Victoria 
What’s the best way to get invited to a writers' 
festival (and get invited back)? In this seminar, 
Melbourne Writers Festival Director, Lisa 
Dempster, and Writers Victoria Director, Kate 
Larsen, will share tips on breaking into the 

festival and writing event scene. (E) 

Editing for Self Publishing 
- Lauren McKellar 

 
Details TBA 

 

2.30 - 3.00 Afternoon Tea    

3.00 - 4.00 
 

Deep Editing Power - Margie Lawson 
(continued) 

Show Don’t Tell - Angela Ackerman 
(continued) 

Authorpreneurship = Financial Success 
 - Susan Downham 

How do we define Authorpreneurship? What 
factors make some authors financially 
successful and others not? This session reveals 

a few truths while debunking a few myths. (All) 

Cover Story - Scarlett Rugers 
Your book cover is the key to getting new 
readers, telling your story, and selling your 
book, all in a few seconds. This session outlines 
the trends, challenges and wins of book cover 
design.  

 
  



 

KEY     All: Suitable for authors at any stage of their career; A: Suitable for Aspiring authors; E: Suitable for Emerging/Established authors 

CORE CONFERENCE BONUS SESSIONS – FRIDAY 21 AUGUST 
4.00 - 5.00pm 

Open to all fully registered Get Fresh in ‘15 Conference Delegates 

Superstar Romance Panel: If I knew then what I know now Pitch Perfect 

Ask some of our most successful romance authors the secrets of their success 
 Stephanie Laurens Patricia McLinn Marion Lennox 
 Keri Arthur Mary-Jo Putney Anne Gracie 

Kate Cuthbert and Sue Brockoff – Escape Publishing 
Polish your pitch with top tips from the pros 

CORE CONFERENCE Program as at 28 Feb 2015 - SATURDAY 22 AUGUST 

TIME Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 

8.30 - 9.15 Opening Keynote Address – Graeme Simsion, best-selling author of The Rosie Project and The Rosie Effect 

 
9.30 - 10.30 

Working With Scene Cards - Ebony McKenna 
By writing each of your novel's scenes on a 
card, and laying them out on the table, this 
practical workshop will help you develop your 
story with more tension, pace and emotion. 
 (A) 

How To Plot A Page Turner - C.S. Pacat  
Plotting to create "narrative traction", the page 
turning quality that drives readers though a 
book (and keeps them up until 3am). 
 
 (E) 

The Dark Art of the Blurb - Ainslie Paton & 
Kate Cuthbert  
Writing a killer blurb is often harder than 
writing the novel, but a bad blurb can kill a 
good book's prospects. Blurb writing is an art 

with its own special practices. (All) 

Historical Panel: Stephanie Laurens, Mary Jo 
Putney, Anne Gracie, Christina Brooke 
Four international bestselling authors of 
historical romance fiction give you the 
opportunity to ask questions about their craft 
and industry experience. (All) 

10.30 - 11.00 Morning Tea    

 
11.00 - 12.00 

Creating Rounded Characters - Rachel Bailey 
Create fully rounded characters that leap from 
the page by looking at their past, their present 
and their future. 
 

 (A) 

How Stories Work - Chris Corbett 
Screenwriter Chris Corbett shares some simple 
diagnostic tools that will help you get your story 
working – whether you are in the early stages 
of planning or redrafting a story you fear may 

have lost the plot. (All) 

For Love or Money? Why Not Both? The 
Evolution of Today's Book Marketplace - 
Deb Werksman – Sourcebooks USA  
A detailed discussion about the current state of 
publishing and what you can do to start, 

progress or enhance your writing career.  (All) 

Survival Kit for Writers Who Don’t Write 
Right - Patricia McLinn 
A workshop for writers who write out of 
sequence, never plan, and break a bunch of 
other "rules". 
 (All) 

 
12.00 - 1.00 

Scene Diagnosis: useful tools to take your 
scenes to the next level - Alison Goodman 
A practical workshop that will give you some 
great tools to diagnose the strength of your 
scenes. For maximum worth, bring along a 
scene of your own and apply the techniques as 
you go. 

 (All) 

100 Books and Counting – Building Your 
Career One Marshmallow at a Time - 
Marion Lennox 
Are you writing the book of the heart but can’t 
quite finish? Using tools freely available in your 
own kitchen, this workshop leads you through 
the Marion Lennox Method of reaching Happy 

Ever After. (All) 

Love at First Site - Jennifer Wu & Kat Mayo 
 
Essential tips for creating a fabulous website ... 
and keeping it fabulous! 

 
 
 
 (All) 

'Going All the Way: Romance and Sex in YA' 
-Ellie Marney 
Explore the landscape of YA fiction with Ellie 
Marney and join in discussion about what it 
takes to write heartfelt romance and actual 
real-life sex for teenagers. 
 

 (All)  

1.00 - 2.00 Standing Buffet Lunch    

 
2.00 - 3.00 

Not Another Sex Scene - Anne Gracie & 
Kelly Hunter  
Like any other scene a sex scene must serve the 
story, contain elements of conflict and enhance 
our understanding of character. This workshop 
offers a range of approaches to help make it 
easier to write fabulous sex scenes and expand 

your repertoire of writing skills.  (All) 

Marketing Masterclass - Sarah Mayberry & 
Sara Hood    
Sarah Mayberry talks about her marketing 
activities and Sara Hood works with her to look 
for areas to further improve. 
 
 

 (All) 

Strong Motivation, Strong Characters, 
Strong Plot - Shannon Curtis    
Learn how to engage readers with great 
characters and an enthralling plot through 
strong motivation. 
 
 

 (A) 

Scrivener workshop - Alison Stuart   
This one hour workshop assumes a basic 
knowledge of Scrivener and introduces 
participants to creating custom layouts and 
templates, importing research files, and 
touches on plotting techniques. Suitable for 
both Mac and PC. 

 (All) 

3.00 - 3.30 Afternoon Tea 

3.30 - 3.45 Indigenous Literacy Foundation Ambassador, Anita Heiss, spotlights ILF as the nominated charity 

5.00 - 6.30 Australian Romance Readers of Australia Book signing event – Trilogy Room – Contact ARRA for more information 

  



 

KEY     All: Suitable for authors at any stage of their career; A: Suitable for Aspiring authors; E: Suitable for Emerging/Established authors 

CORE CONFERENCE Program as at 28 Feb 2015 - SUNDAY 23 AUGUST 
TIME Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 

8.30 - 8.55 Opening Plenary Keynote #1 – Mary-Jo Putney, US New York Times bestselling romance author 

8.55 - 9.15 Opening Plenary Keynote #2 – Anita Heiss, author of non-fiction, fiction, poetry and social commentary and Indigenous Literacy Day Ambassador 

9.15 - 10.00 AGM 

10.00 - 10.30 Publishers and Agents Panel 

10.30 - 11.00 Morning Tea    

 
11.00 - 12.00 

 

Men Are From Mars Not From Venus - Fiona 
Lowe    
Men are from Mars, so the famous book states 
and they think and talk very differently from 
women. Creating vivid heroes requires female 
writers to step into some size 13 boots and take 
a walk on the XY side! This session will teach 
some brain chemistry and take participants 
through a variety of steps to create real and 

compelling male characters. (All) 

Brave New World: Being an Author in 
Today's Ever-Changing Publishing World - 
Courtney Miller-Callihan    
In this fast-paced workshop, we’ll discuss 
marketing strategies and expectations, social 
networking do’s and don’ts and, especially for 
hybrid authors, tips for forging and maintaining 
good relationships with your publishers while 
running a viable self-publishing business. 

 (All)                        

Deep Editing – Margie's 20-Point Checklist -
Margie Lawson    
The opening of your first chapter needs to carry 
powerful content, powerful structure, and 
powerful style. The openings of subsequent 
chapters need to hook the reader with strong 
content and structure and style too. This 
power-packed workshop teaches writers how 
to deep edit their openings with Margie’s 20 
Point Checklist.  (All) 

Worldbuilding Panel: Keri Arthur, Denise 
Rossetti, Alison Goodman, C. S. Pacat 
Effective world-building is an art in itself. These 
four authors run the gamut from dark urban 
fantasy to erotic romance to young adult and 
have a ton of combined experience. They'll give 
practical advice on world-building and the traps 
to avoid. This panel is moderated and will be 
open to questions from the floor. 
 (All) 

 
12.00 - 1.00 

 

Getting Romantic Comedy Write! 
- Mandy Nolan 
Stand Up comedian and author Mandy Nolan 
will show you how to use comedy techniques to 
reframe serious situations with humour. 
Drawing on the absurdity of the everyday, 
Nolan challenges writers to celebrate flawed 
and very human characters that reflect the 
struggles of the ‘Everywoman/man’. 

 (All) 

Finding Your Book's Ideal Audience - Angela 
Ackerman    
Spending time and money trying to get eyes on 
a book for little gain is a source of frustration 
for many authors. In this presentation, we 
identify unique qualities and themes that help 
set your book apart from others, and learn how 
to use these elements to find your audience 
and determine possible Influencers for 
exposure and collaborative marketing 

opportunities. (All) 

Media Bootcamp - Jennifer St George & 
Helene Young    
Love to see your name and books in the media 
but don’t know where to start? Find out how at 
the Media Bootcamp. 
 
 
 

 
 (All) 

The Noble Art of Storytelling - Mary Jo 
Putney    
Great storytelling is more than plot, character, 
setting. Unforgettable stories take us to 
compelling new worlds; they have the power to 
heal, to comfort, or to horrify. This session 
examines why storytelling skill is of prime 
importance in the brave new world of 
publishing, and one of the most important 

aspects of writing romances. (All) 

1.00 - 2.00 Standing Buffet Lunch    

 
2.00 - 3.00 

Hook Your Reader: How to Write A Fabulous 
First Page - Ally Blake    
Your first page sells your book - to editors and 
readers alike.  Learn how to avoid first page 
pitfalls and create fast, fabulous, intriguing, 
satisfying first pages that will hook a reader and 
give them no choice but to read on. 
 
 

 (A) 

Fact into Fiction - Valerie Parv  
This workshop explores how to translate real 
experiences into stories by looking at “how it 
really happened” versus “how it can be used”, 
the difference between “faction” and pure 
fiction, timing and chronology, and creating 
composite characters. 
 
 

 (E) 

Authorpreneurship - Hazel Edwards  
Today a creator needs to be an 
'Authorpreneur': an originator and an 
entrepreneur. Apart from creating words or 
images for specific audiences, this means 
learning the marketing, publicity, technological, 
legal and entrepreneurial skills to establish and 
maintain self employment in the business of 
ideas.  

 (All) 

Chick Lit: Beyond Bridget Jones - Laura 
Greaves & Carla Caruso 
 In the 20+ years since authors including Helen 
Fielding, Marian Keyes and Sophie Kinsella 
helped make romantic comedy - aka ‘chick lit’ – 
one of the most popular romance subgenres, a 
whole lot has changed. Today’s rom-com novels 
have moved on from shopping, shoes and 
cocktails. This session takes a fresh look at the 
genre, exploring the fundamentals of writing 

romantic comedy in the 21st century. (All)               

3.00 - 3.30 Afternoon Tea    

3.30 - 3.40 Raffle Draw 

3.40 - 3.50 Surprise Presentation 

3.50 - 4.00 Closing Keynote Address – Patricia McLinn, USA Today bestselling author with 30-plus award-winning novels 

4.00 - 4.15 Announcement of RWA 2016 Conference – Adelaide 

4.15 CONFERENCE CLOSE 

 


